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HE Foundation of the following comedy being liable 
to ſome Objections, it may be wonder'd that any one 
ſhould make Choice of it to beſtow ſo. much Labour upon : 
But the judicious Reader will obſerve ſo many Manly and Moral 
Graces in the Characters and Sentiments, that he may excuſe the 
Story, for the Sake of the Ornamental Parts. Undertakings öf 
this kind are juſtify'd by the Examples of thoſe Great Me n 
who have employ'd their Endeavours the ſame Way: The only 
Dramatique Attempt of Mr. Waller was of this Nature, in his 
Alterations of the Mad.: Tragedy. To the Earl of Rocheſter we 
owe, Valentinian : To the Duke of Bucking ham, The Chance s 
Sir William Davenam and Mr. Dryden united, in-reſtoring the 
Tempeſt : Troilus and Creſfila, Timon, and King Lear, were the 
Works of three facceeding- Laureats: Beſides many others, 
too many to mention. The Reader may pleaſe moreover to 
take Notire, (that nothing may be imputed to Shakeſpear which 
may ſeem unworthy of him) that ſuch Lines as appear to be 
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Refuſe whom I diſlike, ſo is the rn f 
Living Daughter reſtrain'd by the Will of a dead On 
Father. Wasever Woman 94 to ſuch hard Laws, * 
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